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The Bulletin is the official 
publication of the 

Tennessee PTA—a 
branch of the National 

Congress of Parents and 
Teachers 

The Bulletin is published in 
8 issues:                      

August/September, 
October, November,                  
December/January, 

February, March, April,                       
May/June 

Tennessee State PTA   
1905 Acklen Avenue   
Nashville, TN  37212  

(615) 383-9740              
Toll-free (888) 782-5712 

FAX: (615) 383-9741     
Web address : 
www.tnpta.org                             

Email address :                                
ptaoffice@tnpta.org 
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Lois Jean White 

Debbie Boles 

Anne Haston 

Karen Davis 

Jane Chittick 

Beth Pickler 

Jim Scales 

Kathy Patty 

 

I am proud to serve as Tennessee PTA Cultural Arts Chairman. I am from 
Memphis and now live in Bartlett, TN.  I have 3 children, Keith, Kimberly and 

Jacob and 1 grandson Hayden.  My husband Terry has been involved in PTA with me 
since our son Keith (26) has been in kindergarten.  I‘ve held many 
positions at the local level.  I have served as president (4 terms), vice 
president, membership, programs, ways and means, parliamentarian, 
publicity, carnival chairman, fundraising chairman and secretary.  
Through the years I have met many wonderful people across the state.  
PTA is very rewarding for me as I see the difference that PTA makes in a 
child’s life. 

TENNESSEE PTA PARTNERS WITH FURTAL.comTENNESSEE PTA PARTNERS WITH FURTAL.comTENNESSEE PTA PARTNERS WITH FURTAL.com    

We have some great news!  Tennessee PTA engaged Furtal.com to help ALL 
of our Tennessee PTA Local Units. 

Furtal does 5 things for us: 

v  Raises money without costing our parents money 
v  Provides a platform for us to communicate with parents 
v  Engages our local business community to support your PTA 
v  Reinforces our mandate as an advocacy program 
v  Gives your PTA 24/7/365 funding opportunities 

In the next few weeks, we will be starting a 4 Step Tennessee PTA Launch 
Campaign that will have thousands of people in Tennessee looking for YOUR 
PTA FURTAL to donate money to your PTA! Please take some time to famil-
iarize yourself with the program and register; it will take NO MORE than 5 
minutes! 

To Register your furtal follow these steps: 

1 - Go to www.furtal.com and Click: Create a Furtal 
2 - Put in your PTA Unit information and School Logo. 
3 - You're DONE! 

The 4 Step Launch Campaign details will follow soon 
by email , so please be prepared! 
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SCHOOL BOARD APPRECIATION WEEKSCHOOL BOARD APPRECIATION WEEKSCHOOL BOARD APPRECIATION WEEK    

National School Board Appreciation Week has been observed in Tennessee for 23 years and is a time to recognize 
those individuals who are elected by the community to see that the school system offers a well rounded education to 
all students. They listen to concerns of the community and educators and work together to represent those voices and 
improve the schools for which they were elected to serve. 

They work with other school boards across the state to ensure programs are being developed and implemented for the 
advancement of education for the students of Tennessee. These individuals want only the best for all of our children. 

National School Board Appreciation Week is January 18-22, 2010. Recognize your school board members with notes 
of appreciation or a luncheon thanking them for all that they do for the students in their community. 
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INSURANCE TIPS OF THE MONTHINSURANCE TIPS OF THE MONTHINSURANCE TIPS OF THE MONTH   

  
1. Make sure that any vendors that you do business with can show you their certificate of 

insurance.  This will ensure that they are following prudent business practices and are a 
reputable company to do business with. 

2. Make sure that you always get at least two people to count your money after an event.  
Sometimes events can run late and we really don’t want to do it, but taking that extra time 
can prevent an embezzlement situation. 

GET READY FOR THE FUTUREGET READY FOR THE FUTUREGET READY FOR THE FUTURE   

Now is the time for all good PTAs to elect their nominating committees.  Check your Bylaws for the 
process that your particular PTA should take.  Send out interest forms so that you reach a broader 
population of the school.  Remember that anyone on your nominating committee must be a 
member of your PTA.   

Nominating committees are a vital function of the future of your association.  The people elected 
should know a wide cross-section of your community.  They must be the type of individuals who 
are thoughtful and trustworthy.  They must understand that everything that is discussed in the 
nominating committee is to be kept “strictly confidential”. 

A word to the wise: “ Just because someone has been on the board forever, does not mean that 
they are the best person for the job.”  Look for people who have energy, fresh ideas and are 
committed to the principles of PTA. 

Give the Nominating Committee the tools they need to be successful; interest forms, school roster, 
a copy of the Bylaws, job descriptions and the knowledge that they are setting the tone for the 
future.  Remember that the current President cannot serve on the nominating committee.  Good 
Luck!  Ready, set, GO! 
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 	�	�	�		 Krista Wharton—Family Engagement Chairman 

I moved to Tennessee from North Carolina almost 7 years ago.  All it took to be hooked 
on volunteering was helping in my boys’ classrooms at school.  During the last few 
years, I have served at the local unit level as chair for the Citizenship and Mini-Grant 
committees, Vice-President of Programs, and President.  This years marks my 9th year 

as a PTA member, my 6th year as a local unit board member, and my 1st year as a 
State board member.  I am chairing the Family Engagement Committee because I 
want to help get families involved in their children’s education.  To all of you who 
are currently “engaged” in your child’s education, keep up the great work!  And to 
all those who have yet to make that first step, just try it … you’ll love it … and your 
kids will love you for it! 
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CELEBRATING FOUNDER’S DAYCELEBRATING FOUNDER’S DAYCELEBRATING FOUNDER’S DAY    

February is a wonderful time in the life of PTA. It is a chance for us to recognize the accomplishments of the 
organization and to celebrate the founders: Alice McLellan Birney, Phoebe Apperson Hearst, and Selena 
Sloan Butler. If you are looking for ways to celebrate Founder’s Day here are a few ideas: 
 
Encourage parents, teachers and students to visit National PTA's website at 
www.pta.org 
 
Present Honorary Life Memberships to volunteers who have made a major impact in 
your community. 
 
Invite all past living PTA presidents to attend a meeting and recognize them for their 
support.                           
 
Have the students present a program on the founding of PTA. 
 
Donate to The Tennessee PTA or National PTA in honor of your school and its leadership. 

Host a reception or dinner in honor of the founders. 
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www.tnpta.org 

Don’t forget to visit our 
website regularly for the most 
current information. 

December 21-28 Tennessee PTA Office Closed 

January 1   Tennessee PTA Office Closed 

January 18-22 School Board Appreciation Week 

January 19  Reflections entries due to State  
   Office 

February 7-13  Take Your Family To School Week 

February 17  PTA Founders Day 

February 10   Legislative Day on the Hill   
   (Nashville)  

February 23  Legislative Day on the Hill 

March 1  Safety and Citizenship Contest  
   entries due to state office  

March 9-11  National Legislative Conference              
             (Washington DC) 

March 17  Legislative Day on the Hill 

April 30-May 2  Annual State Convention  

DATES TO REMEMBERDATES TO REMEMBERDATES TO REMEMBER   

Tennessee Dual Enrollment ProgramTennessee Dual Enrollment ProgramTennessee Dual Enrollment Program    

The Tennessee Dual Enrollment Grant program is defined as a grant for study at an eligible 
postsecondary institution that is funded from net proceeds of the state lottery and awarded to 
students who are attending high school and who are also enrolled in college courses at eligible 
postsecondary institutions for which they will receive college credit. 

 

The Tennessee Dual Enrollment Grant program is funded by the Tennessee Lottery and 
administered by the Tennessee Student Assistance Corporation.  It is designed to provide financial 
assistance to qualified high school students in pursuit of postsecondary study at an eligible 
Tennessee public or private institution while receiving dual high school and college credit from 
successfully completed courses. This program provides opportunities for these students to begin 
working toward a college degree, while still pursuing a high school diploma, and encourages post-
secondary education and the acceleration of postsecondary attainment.  The term “dual 
enrollment” applies to these enrollments regardless of course delivery location or course delivery 
method. 

 
For eligibility, participation requirements and app lication deadlines go to:  
http://www.collegepaystn.com/mon_college/dual_enrol l_grant_rules.htm 

 


