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TO PROMOTE the welfare of children 
and youth in home, school, 
community and the place of worship. 

TO RAISE the standards of home life. 

TO SECURE adequate laws for the 
care and protection of children and 
youth. 

TO BRING into closer relation the 
home and the school, that parents and 
teachers may cooperate intelligently in 
the education of children and youth. 

TO DEVELOP between educators and 
the general public such  united efforts 
as will secure for all children and 
youth the highest advantages in 
physical, mental, social and spiritual 
education. 

���������		
�������	�
��

���������������

�����		
���������
���

�����
� ��!������"#����
�

�������$%������

"#
&��!�����������
���

����
����

��
���������������������������
����������������������	�
���
��������
��

����������������������

������������������������������������������������ ���������������	
���	
���	
���	
���	
���	
���	
���	
���	
���	
���	
���	
 ��������������������� ������������ ������������ ��� ������������

John Aitken Selected as Shelby County Schools’ Next 
Superintendent 
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 Visual Arts Award of Excellence   Rachel Yeung    Bailey Station Elementary PTA                                                 
 Visual Arts Award of Merit    Sophia Skordeles    Dogwood Elementary PTA                                                        
 Visual Arts Award of Merit    Nabeeha Haider    Dogwood Elementary PTA                                                          
 Visual Arts Award of Excellence   Haley Baker    Arlington Elementary PTA                                                       
 Visual Arts Award of Merit    Nolan Cychawski    Dogwood Elementary PTA                                                         
 Visual Arts Award of Merit    Robbi Razal    Chimneyrock PTA                                                                    
 Visual Arts Award of Merit    Young Kim    Schilling Farms Middle School                                                        
 Visual Arts Award of Merit    Jayden Curry    Riverdale                                                                                                                                   
 Visual Arts Award of Merit    Sharifa Fadel    Collierville Middle PTA                                                          
 Visual Arts Award of Excellence   Kyle McMeans    Collierville High School PTSA                                                 
 Visual Arts Award of Merit    Frederick Vander-Bragge   Houston High School PTSA                                                
 Visual Arts Award of Excellence   Craven Taylor    Sycamore Elementary PTA                                 
 Visual Arts Award of Merit   Madison Chung   Sycamore Elementary PTA                                                            
 Visual Arts Award of Excellence   Ashley Holmes    Collierville High School PTSA                                                
 Visual Arts Award of Merit    Caitlin McQuarrie   Collierville High School PTSA 

 Photography Award of Excellence   Ethan Boucher                                     Tara Oaks Elementary PTA                                                                                                 
 Photography Award of Merit   Trent Gunter    Sycamore Elementary PTA                                                            
 Photography Award of Merit   Madeleine Henderson   Dogwood Elementary PTA                                                       
 Photography Award of Merit   Matthew Heldman   Crosswind Elementary PTA                                                         
 Photography Award of Merit   Sam Boyd    Schilling Farms Middle School                                                          
 Photography Award of Merit   Jasman Mander    Houston High School PTSA 

 Literature Award of Excellence   Zak Boyadjian    Bailey Station Elementary PTA                                                 
 Literature Award of Merit    Abby Grace Dodson   Sycamore Elementary PTA                                                        
 Literature Award of Merit    Pavan Kumar Ragagurn   Bailey Station Elementary PTA                                               
 Literature Award of Merit    Sophie Miller    Farmington Elementary School                                                      
 Literature Award of Merit    Cooper Bullough    Tara Oaks Elementary PTA                                                        
 Literature Award of Merit    Cassidy Gwaltney    Schilling Farms Middle School                                                  
 Literature Award of Excellence   Michael O'Malley    Collierville High School PTSA                                              
 Literature Award of Merit    Kimberly Smith    Collierville High School PTSA 

 Dance Award of Excellence   Emily Rich    Farmington Elementary School                                                          
 Dance Award of Merit    Koren Deitz    Dogwood Elementary PTA                                                                   
 Dance Award of Merit    Megan Bird    Bailey Station Elementary PTA                                                             
 Dance Award of Merit    Chandana Srinivas   Schilling Farms Middle School 

 Film Award of Excellence    Claire Dennis    Bailey Station Elementary PTA                                                      
 Film Award of Excellence    Lukas Marinovic    Farmington Elementary School                                                     
 Film Award of Merit    Abby Crigler    Farmington Elementary School                                                             
 Film Award of Merit    Ethan Beck    Crosswind Elementary PTA                                                                   
 Film Award of Merit    Hunter Clay   Arlington Middle School PTSA                                                               
 Film Award of Merit    James Blaisdell    Schilling Farms Middle School                                                         
 Film Award of Excellence    Garrett Moss    Germantown High PTSA 

 Musical Award of Excellence   Caroline Ammons   Tara Oaks Elementary PTA                                                        
 Musical Award of Merit    Claire Dennis    Bailey Station Elementary PTA                                                        
 Musical Award of Merit    Sydney Grayson    Chimneyrock PTA                                                                     
 Musical Award of Excellence   Jake Lindow    Dogwood Elementary                                                                 
 Musical Award of Merit    Betsy John    Tara Oaks Elementary PTA                                                                
 Musical Award of Merit    Ebony Luster    Appling Middle School                                                                 
 Musical Award of Merit    Dixon Crofford    Arlington Middle School PTSA                                                        
 Musical Award of Merit    Shelby Kee    Appling Middle School                                                                   
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Thank you for the opportunity to serve Shelby County 
Council PTA as Secretary for the past two years. I 
have enjoyed serving with the rest of the Board of 
Managers and interacting with everyone else across 
Shelby County. Our children and community would 
not be as successful as they are without the parents and 
volunteers.  I am truly honored to be part of such a 
wonderful organization. 
  
Have a safe and relaxing summer! 
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Our last month of school…who would have thought it 
would fly by so fast.  Much has been accomplished by so 
many and I want to take a moment to say what a great job 
you each have done!  Your commitment and success is 
important and you are each a credit to our wonderful 
parent involvement in Shelby County. 
 
I also want to take a moment to say what a wonderful two 
years this has been.  Serving as your president is an honor 
and I have enjoyed every minute of it.  I have met many 
wonderful people and I have had an opportunity to do 
many things that I can say are accomplishments.  But, 
without the wonderful supportive board I have had these 
past two years, we would have never been able to 
accomplished what we have.  We did win many awards at 
TN PTA Convention and credit does to go the board for 
following through with many of our programs and 
ideas.  Even without the awards, I know that the Shelby 
County Council PTA has been successful.  
  
We were able to bring in community agencies to partner in 
the Buzzly program and the foundation is laid to do even 
more in the future.  At press time, we have been able to 
help 21 of our 29 elementary schools to get the 
program.  There is still time for the other schools to get the 
program in with the help of the grant, but time is running 
out.  Our grant process must be complete by August, 
therefore we are opening up the grants to other schools 
outside our system.  This was an important aspect for us to 
receive the grant.  And if we save a child, any child then 
we have done our part to fulfill one of the Purposes of the 
PTA.   
 
The incoming board is already beginning the planning 
process for next year.  Never hesitate to contact a Council 
board member for help.  That is what we have been called 
to do as we have made the decision to step up to the 
Council.  I hope that I see a few of you in a Council 
positions in the next few years. 
 
Thank you for allowing me to serve as your president. 
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It is the time to pass the torch to the new board 
member…what do you do?  And how do you do “it” 
well?  Many times it is hard to pass the torch.  You 
have identified with a certain positions for a term or 
two.  You have planned, worked hard, accomplished 
goals and now you have to trust the next person.  It is 
not always easy.  
  
First, before the official changeover, take time to 
prepare the procedure book.  Add notes as to what you 
brainstormed about, why you chose certain programs 
or choices and then write out what worked, what didn’t 
work and what you might have done differently.  Put 
any contacts that you have established so the next 
person has them at their fingertips. 
  
Next, meet with your successor and go over what you 
have spelled out in your book.  They may have 
questions and by going over things the opportunity is 
there for the questions to flow.  After the meeting, ask 
if there is anything that you may have not made 
clear.  And make sure you let them know that you are 
available to answer questions and clarify anything that 
isn’t clear.   
  
Lastly, and most important…be supportive!  A 
positive, supportive attitude will go a long way to 
make the new person comfortable and aid in their 
success.  You have set the ground work for success, 
therefore additional and ongoing success is a credit to 
the foundation you laid.   
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Our local units do many wonderful things throughout the year and often they go unnoticed by others.  In this issue, we 
are spotlighting Crosswind Elementary in Collierville.  Crosswind has a rich history of having a strong, involved PTA 
and this year is no different. 
 
To begin the year off, the Crosswind PTA were honored to have the three Collierville Mayoral candidates speak at their 
October general meeting. 
 
They partnered with Promise Academy, a free, public charter school authorized by Memphis City schools.  Promise 
Academy opened its doors in 2005-2006 with 60 kindergartners.  It is currently a K-3 school with over 200 students 
enrolled. 
 
Throughout the course of the year, the parents and students of Crosswind provided items to be used by the students at 
Promise Academy.  At the beginning of the year Crosswind PTA purchased sets of books for the classrooms.  They also 
took our "Vote Me In" program to Promise Academy and then purchased the books that each grade voted as their 
favorite.  After Christmas they held two separate clothing drives and in conjunction with Read Across America week, 
the PTA collected new and gently used books for the Promise Academy Library. 
 
Crosswind Celebrated 15 years!  While this wasn't specifically a PTA event, it was a momentous occasion!  They 
recognized 13 current faculty and staff members who were among the pioneers who opened Crosswind 15 years 
ago.  Before the general PTA meeting in November, a ribbon cutting ceremony was held for their new memory brick 
lane located in the front of the school.  During the PTA meeting, 6 students (one per grade level) were recognized for 
their winning artwork commemorating Crosswind's 15th birthday. 
 
The first PTA Family Movie Night Live was a huge success!!  Over 650 students and family members enjoyed pizza, 
drinks, popcorn and snow cones while watching Kung Fu Panda. 
 
The 5th grade class of Crosswind Elementary presented scholarships to two current Collierville HS students who were 
former Crosswind students.  The Helen Davis Memorial Alumni scholarship was presented to Angie Tsay.  It was the 
8th year of awarding this scholarship.  The Dawn Martin Memorial Alumni scholarship was presented to Brandon 
Milhouse.  It was the first year of this scholarship as Mrs. Martin passed away early this school year. 
 
Dignity Memorial Escape School visited Crosswind at their April general PTA meeting. This program has been featured 
on The Today Show, The Oprah Winfrey Show, America's Most Wanted and Good Morning America.  Escape School 
helps dispel fear of abduction by teaching proactive strategies in a fun, non-threatening manner. 
 
Crosswind celebrated their Inaugural Diversity Day in April.  The students selected one ancestor or culture from which 
he/she had genealogical connections and then prepared posters with information about that country/culture.  They were 
also encouraged to dress in the cultural dress of their ancestors.  The days' events culminated with a Parade of Cultures. 
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Congratulations to Shelby County School Board Chairman 
David Pickler on being elected to the National School 
Board Association’s (NSBA) Board of Directors! Elected 
during the NSBA Delegate Assembly in San Diego last 
week, Mr. Pickler will serve as the Board’s Southern 
Region Director for a three-year term. He was also 
appointed by the NSBA Board to serve as an At-Large 
member on its Executive Committee and as chairman of 
the National Affiliate Program Committee. 
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